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IN MEMORY OF EGIDIO CASCINI

During one’s life, so many days go by almost unnoticed, while a few others become
relevant due to a particular event. For me, sadly, one of those relevant days was the
8th of February 2017, the day professor Egidio Cascini left us.

Over the course of his illness, he never missed a single professional
commitment, ensuring continuity for the several projects Egidio was involved in,
leading all of them to completion. He left us in his own way: discreetly and in control.

His bright smile was his business card, and it gained him a vast following of
friends asking for advice to solve complex problems in the field of applied statistics.
His analysis and solutions materialized in a wide range of very different fields: from
health care to marketing, from pure research to production processes.

After graduating with a degree in Electronic Engineering from the University
of Naples Federico II, Egidio carried on his professional career at important
corporations, taking on national and international duties. Just after his university
studies, he was hired by General Electric as a reliability engineer, where he quickly
started applying statistical methods. His career continued at 3M, another international
company, and he continued to apply his statistical expertise in the fields of both
industrial processes and product analysis.

In addition to serving on 3M’s as a ‘quality director’, Egidio also assumed the
role of a Six Sigma coach, receiving major awards during his 35 years of service:
27 international awards for innovative projects, as well as a ‘career quality award’
(he was the only Italian in 3M’s century-long history to earn this award).

Egidio’s professional commitment was also recognized by academia: he
taught the course ‘Statistical Techniques for Quality’ at the University of Ferrara,
where he was on the Physics faculty, and ‘Statistical Quality Control’ at the Sacred
Heart Catholic University of Milan, where he was a member of the Economics faculty.

Egidio had a vast and deep knowledge of applied statistics. He participated in
countless conventions and congresses and published many scientific papers-more
than one hundred articles and three books (see the references in the essential
bibliography underneath.

His continuous efforts greatly contributed to the development and spread of
statistical methodology within the Italian Association for Quality Culture (AICQ),
the Italian Academy for Six Sigma (AISS) and the (Italian) Association for Applied
Statistics (ASA).

Egidio held several prestigious positions during his career: he was the
president of the statistical committee of the AICQ, president of the UNI statistical
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committee, president of the AICQ-Northern Italy, vice-president of the AICQ-Italy,
vice-president of the AISS, a member of the Italian Statistical Society, an adviser
to the ASA, and the editor of Sei Sigma & Qualità (Six Sigma and Quality) magazine.

On top of his professional efforts, Egidio always cared affectionately for his
beloved family: his wife, Marina, and his sons and grandchildren.
Two key messages were conveyed through Egidio’s publications and public

speeches:
1. The importance of applying quantitative methods to improve products and

processes.
2. Never give up studying and applying such methods, despite the difficulties.

In this regard, I have a personal memory of which I am particularly fond. It
goes back a few years, when, in the course of a conference, I confessed to Egidio
that I was unable to grasp the inner nature of the Monte Carlo method. In response,
he improvised a lesson, and through his vast experience in the application of this
method, he made the topic clear to me. At the end of the conference, he highlighted
the fundamental contribution of the mathematician John von Neumann, a pioneer
of the Monte Carlo method.

Fate ensured that exactly 60 years passed between von Neumann leaving us
and Egidio passing away. Both on the 8th of February: Egidio in 2017, von
Neumann in 1957. The causeless chance never stops amazing us. Despite studying,
discussing, and applying coincidences, we are surprised when we discover a
coincidence behind some life events.
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